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conversation with Her Royal Highness, and has been
more than ever astonished at the statesmanlike and
comprehensive views which she takes of the policy of
Prussia, both internal and foreign, and of the duties of a
Constitutional King.' * That was high praise, and the
Prince Consort was rightly proud of the daughter who
had proved so apt a pupil and was carrying on her
mission so keenly. c I spare no pains/ wrote her father
about the new Crown Prince and Princess, * to encourage
and stimulate them in the path they have chosen.' 2
She sent him a long and able memorandum suggesting
that ministerial responsibility should be defined by law,
but was there not a dangerous quality in her very
brilliance and her grasp of Prussian politics? As long
as she kept her views completely to herself there was
no harm in her holding them, but Prussia did not desire
the Crown Princess to be statesmanlike and foreseeing
and authoritative on the duties of a constitutional king,
and her father should have mingled his appreciation
of her gifts with emphatic cautions. Already she had
established a very strong influence over her husband
and had imbued him with the liberal principles of
government which she derived from 'home,' as she
still called England. These liberal views and her
husband's adoption of them were known and resented,
and the risk of trouble to come was the more serious
because the new King was strongly reactionary : even
the Prince Consort felt discouraged about his mission of
bringing Prussia and England together when he read his
speeches about the divine right of kings.3 He did not
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